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Introduction to Hin Nam No National Protected Area

Hin Nam No National Protected Area (NPA), which means “Thorny Rock 
Outcrop” because of its jagged limestone karst formation, was established 
in 1993 by Prime Minister Decree 164. It encompasses 88,500 ha of a 
large, dissected limestone karst plateau where the Central Indochina Lime-
stone meets the Annamite Mountain Chain. The area is contiguous with 
karst formations in the UNESCO World Heritage site, Phong Nha – Ke Bang 
National Park in Quang Binh Province, Vietnam. Hin Nam No is one of three 
national protected areas in Khammouane Province. 

Hin Nam No NPA
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Landscape & Habitats

The majority of Hin Nam No is limestone karst, which makes it difficult to access and acts as an 
obstacle for access protecting its biodiversity within. The area closest to the Lao-Vietnam border is 
mainly mountains. Phou Chuang (sandstone) has the highest mountain peak (1492 m) in the area. In 
total, 11 major habitat types have been identified in Hin Nam No NPA, including 7 forest habitats, 2 
wetland habitats, bare rock (or sparse, stunted forest on limestone) and cave habitats. 

The limestone of Hin Nam No is not totally bare rock; mostly it is forested, particularly from the 
mid-level of the limestone mountains down to the foothills. Lowland evergreen forest occurs in the 
kouans or flat valleys within the karst; hill evergreen forest occurs on the steep karst slopes; upper 
evergreen forest occurs at upper elevations capped with sandstone; and bare rock occurs at the top 
of the karst or on cliff faces. This diversity of habitats, some of them quite specialized, provides for 
high levels of biodiversity and endemism. 

Climate

The limestone forest in Khammouane prov-
ince is subject to a monsoonal climate with 
most rain falling in wet season. The area is 
quite drier than the climatic conditions and 
vegetation cover in Phong Nha Ke Bang Na-
tional Park, which has high levels of rainfall 
in most months.

Hin Nam No NPA

 Biodiversity of Hin Nam No

Hin Nam No NPA is considered by experts to be an important area for conserving the world’s bio-
diversity because of its unique karst habitat, cave system and forest types, which support a high 
diversity of globally threatened species, endemic species and karst specialist species. Initial sur-
veys in the area have recorded 452 vascular plant species, and 377 vertebrate species including 55 
mammals, 184 birds, 21 reptiles, 21 amphibians and 96 fish. Of these, 37 species are classified as 
requiring protection, with 11 being listed by IUCN as globally threatened. However, flora and fauna in 
the Annamite Mountain Chain are still not well documented, and the total number of species is may 
be greater than reported. 

Primates
Hin Nam No contains seven species of primate, five of which are globally threatened. The red-
shanked Douc langur (Pygathrix nemaeus) and the Southern white-cheeked gibbon (Nomascus siki) 
are charismatic ‘flagship’ species of Hin Nam No, and along with the black langur (Trachypithecus 
hatinhensis) are globally endangered. Hin Nam No harbors the largest and one of the last viable 
populations of these two endangered langurs in the world. Other globally threatened primate species 
include bear macaque (Macaca arctoides) and pig-tailed macaque (Macaca nemestrina).

Other Mammals
Hin Nam No’s rugged terrain is excellent habitat for Southern serow (Capricornis sumatraensis), 
which are adept at climbing mountains, and Sambar Deer (Rusa unicolor), which prefer mountain-
ous forests. Smooth-coated otter (Lutrogale perspicillata) live in and along the area’s rivers and are 
a good indicator of aquatic ecosystem health. 

Birds
Charismatic bird species include the crested Argus (Rheinardia ocellata) and four species of hornbill 
(Bucerotidae), including the globally threatened Rufous-necked Hornbill (Aceros nipalensis). The 
Sooty Babbler (Stachyris herberti) is a bird species endemic to the Central Indochina Limestone 
also found here. 

Reptiles and Amphibians
The Asiatic Softshell Turtle (Amyda cartilaginea) has been recorded in Hin Nam No and is listed by 
IUCN as vulnerable.
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 Co-Management 

Hin Nam No’s rugged topography and limited accessibility has resulted in low developmental pres-
sure. The key threats of wildlife poaching and illegal logging are being addressed by patrolling and 
enforcement measures by the government and through a co-management approach, which was 
started in 2010. The co-management plan addresses the current lack of staffing and finance by em-
phasizing the role of local people in the protection of the area. On the village level, villagers are now 
responsible for patrolling, biodiversity monitoring and surveys, data collection, research, tourism, 
livelihood and outreach activities in their village zone, which was created through a participatory 
process. 

 Organisation

Recently, in order to set a clearer role and more specific responsibility for each staff of the Hin Nam 
No Co-Management Management, 6 Working Units have been established by the Department of 
Natural Resources and Environment at the Province (PoNRE). These 6 Working Units are nominated 
based on Hin Nam No Co-Management working-area, which is under the umbrella of three main 
units within the Forest Management Section. The Working Units are (1) information and database, 
(2) protected area management, (3) research and patrolling, (4) education and awareness, (5) eco-
tourism, and (6) local livelihoods improvement unit.

Protected Area Management: The geographic space of the Hin Nam No NPA is our scope of duties 
at the Area Management Unit. And this space, as huge as it is and as diverse as it presents itself we 
try to handle in order to meet conservation objectives and local people’s needs. We work on handling 
the area of the NPA with all its boundaries, stakeholders, topographic features, biodiversity assets 
and its threats and opportunities. We are as present inside the NPA as in the surrounding areas 
and villages, trying to solve current questions on boundary demarcation, resource use, zoning, use 
rights/ customary rights and trainings for villagers.

 People

The population living directly around Hin 
Nam No NPA is approximately 8,000 people 
from 19 villages, which is considered not 
very high. There are no villages situated 
within the protected area any longer. Al-
though there were a few settlements within 
the current boundaries many years ago, 
they were moved out long before Hin Nam 
No was declared an NPA. 

Ethnic People
There are various ethnic groups living 
around Hin Nam No, including the Makong, 
Tri, Yoy, Phoutai, Kaleung, Vietic, and Salang 
(also known as Kris). The Salang is consid-
ered the first of these ethnic groups to have 
inhabited the Hin Nam No area and are characterized as having no permanent houses and subsisting 
on a diet based on wild roots. There are less than 30 households of this ethnic group remaining in 
the area and possibly the country. The Salang have a wealth of knowledge about survival in lime-
stone forests, including finding and storing water, making Lao Tao (an alcoholic drink made from 
palm leaves), and hunting wild animals with crossbows. 

Rural Economy
Most villages in the area rely on farming and collecting non-timber forest products (NTFPs) for sub-
sistence. Some still rely on scrap metal collection for their livelihoods. Slash and burn cultivation is 
no longer allowed inside the protected area. Livestock raising also makes an important contribution 
to household income. 
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Outreach: Information about the value and importance of biodiversity is for everybody – from the youngest 
kids to adult villagers, leaders or decision makers. What the Outreach teams seeks to enhance is the com-
mon knowledge and consciousness about the value of the Hin Nam No NPA as an ecosystem and how the 
conservation of this ecosystem contributes to the wellbeing of people, today and in the future. Some of the 
activities include celebrating environmental days with schools and villagers, broadcasting environmental 
information on the radio at provincial and district level, elaboration of specific didactic material for teachers 
in the rural area of HNN, working on sign posts, spreading HNN related messages via leaflets, posters, and 
so on. One key message is that conservation does not only mean restrictions but is a way of responsible 
management and wise utilization of natural resources. 

Livelihoods: Livelihood improvement aims to contribute to the successful conservation of the Hin Nam No 
NPA´s ecosystems and the sustainable use of its natural resources by generating additional income for 
local households. Exploring new options and different ways of use of natural resources, especially out of 
the field of non-timber forest products (NTFPs), might help to overcome the local need for cash income 
generation by destructive or even illegal activities and provide the basis for household development under 
the given conditions, opportunities and constraints and possible future struggles like climate change.

Ecotourism: Ecotourism aims at building the capacity of the park authorities and local communities to 
co-manage the park together. A key challenge is to develop a sustainable source of revenue for park 
management as well as for supporting livelihoods in the communities. The area has a good potential for 
ecotourism, which could become such a sustainable source of funding.

Database: Working in close relation with the Research and Patrolling Unit and the  Protected Area Manage-
ment Unit, the Database Unit is the digital information backbone of the NPA. In the past, little information 
was readily available about HNN NPA, and thus the task is to collect and process mainly spatial information 
for further use at the different units, for researchers and the public in general. The focus is on the elabo-
ration of maps for different purposes (thematic maps) and putting together all available information from 
the field, such as from discussions with local people during village meetings and participatory mapping 
workshops, from the rangers doing patrols, from researchers and students.

It’s best to visit Hin Nam No from October – June, when the roads are not 
wet and when the Xe Bang Fai Cave is accessible (it is closed during the 
rainy season from July – September). 

You can travel on your own to Hin Nam No NPA by motorbike, private car 
or public truck. For those wanting to explore the depths of the Xe Bang Fai 
Cave beyond the 1-3 hour tour that is available directly from the village, it is 
required to book through Green Discovery www.greendiscoverylaos.com, 
which has an office in Thakek. 

Visiting Hin Nam No
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Itinerary for the Hin Nam 

No – Xe Bang Fai Loop

Day 1: Thakek to Nong Ping via Mahaxai and Boualapha. 
Overnight in Nong Ping. (Alternative:  Take a boat to Ban 
Nong Ping from Pak Phanang.)

Day 2: Visit the Xe Bang Fai Cave. Return to Boualpha 
(overnight in Boualapha).

Day 3: Visit Ho Chi Minh Trail attractions: Ban Senphan, 
Ban Vangkhone, Ban Phanop, and Ban Nong Boua and see 
macaques in Ban Nong Seng in the afternoon. Overnight 
in Ban Thongxam.

Day 4: Houay Hok Trail trekking from Ban Thongxam. Re-
turn to Langkhang in the afternoon and go on The Loop the 
next day via Nakai. Alternatively, return to Thakek.

Getting There 

Directions

 Xe Bangfai River Cave is about 150km East-south-east 
of Thakhek. Motorcyclists be aware that the roads are 
mainly unpaved and suitable only for experienced riders.

 From Thakhek, travel east along Route 12 to Mahaxay 
(43km), turn right to Panam junction (25km).

 Turn left at Panam to go to Boualapha (68km).
 From Boualapha, turn left after the District Administra-

tion Office then take 1st turn right (230m) to go to Ban 
Nong Ping (14km).

 Note; option to go by boat from Ban Pakphanang to Nong 
Ping (see directions to Ban Pak Phanang below). Do the 
circuit

 You may like to return to Thakhek on the Ho Chi Minh 
trail from Boualapha. Travel back west from Boualapha 
6km and take the right-hand turn to Langkhang. Continue 
north to Ban Pak Phanang river crossing (11km). No bridge 
there, so motorbikes cross in canoes (also get a local to 
balance the canoe on the boat for extra fee to save you 
from falling in the river with the bike). Onward to another 
river crossing at Ban Senphan village (12km) (a boat may 
be necessary here too). From Ban Senphan continue north 
to Langkhang (11km).

 Langkhang is a good place to eat. From there it is paved 
road for the 128km to Thakhek along Route 12. 

Map
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